Successful management of post-tumor resection middle cerebral artery thrombosis with stent-assisted angioplasty and thrombolytic therapy: case report.
To describe successful endoluminal revascularization of an acute M1 occlusion 4 days after craniotomy and tumor resection. A 16-year-old right-handed girl presented with a 1-month history of daily headaches. The neurological examination was normal. Magnetic resonance imaging and computed tomography demonstrated a mass consistent with an epidermoid tumor compressing the left upper pons, left cerebral peduncle, and mesial left temporal lobe. A combination of low-dose antiplatelet agents administered intra-arterially and stent-assisted angioplasty was used. Successful endoluminal revascularization was achieved. Acute complications such as intracranial stent-thrombosis and/or intracranial hemorrhage were successfully avoided. In the acute postoperative period, most current chemical thrombolytic protocols are contraindicated because of the prohibitive risk of iatrogenic intracranial hemorrhage. With an understanding of the pharmacokinetics of the currently available antiplatelet drugs, combined chemical and mechanical thrombolysis may be used in the acute postoperative setting for endoluminal recanalization.